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CITY OF DELAWARE CITY
BOARD OF HEALTH
Wednesday, May 11, 2011
Delaware City Town Hall

CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Health was called to order at 7:09 p.m. Those present included
Deborah Crabtree; Brenda Parker; and Ronald R. Graham Il

ACTION UPON MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Motion was made by Brenda Parker to accept the April 13, 2011 Board of Health meeting minutes with
one revision. Motion was seconded by Ron Graham.

Air Quality test results
Chairperson Crabtree reported that previous Board of Health member lohn Buchheit suggested we

request a copy of the air quality test results from the Delaware City Environmental Coalition (DCEC).
Chairpersan Crabtree said she would request this. Also, she let the Board of Health know that the DCEC
graciously decided to move their regular monthly meeting so that it did not fall on the same evening at
the Board of Health.

Sign for Park
It was suggested that we add requesting that all pets be on a leash at all time in the park be part of the

suggested language for the park sign.

OLD BUSINESS

Recommendations to Mavyor and Council for new Board of Health members; Brian Chandler, D.C. —
member of Board; DCFC Representative

The outstanding Board of Health recammendations to Mayor and Council regarding revisions to the
Board of Health sections of the Delaware City Charter and Code were discussed. Outstanding

recommendations are as follows:



Qutstanding June 2010 Recommendation
The Charter and Code, in X.10-02.A. and VI1.21-52. respectively, be amended to lift the residency

requirement for a physician serving on the Board of Health.

Qutstanding May 2010 Recommendations

The Board of Health be renamed “The Board of Health and Safety.” The revised name would be
more representative of our role as cited in the Charter - X.10-02.8. "The Board of Health ... shall
report to the Mayor and Council in writing whatever in its judgment is injurious to the health and
safety of the citizens and shall make recommendations to the Mayor and Council...” and as cited in
the Code- VIi.21-58.d. “The Board shall have the power to require reports and information from any
school, hospital or other institution, or from any physician, undertaker or other individual regarding
conditions of health and safety.”

Revised

The Charter and Code, in X.10-02.A. and VIL.21-52. respectively, be amended to require that at least
one of the members of the Board of Health be a representative of the Delaware City Fire Company
or have a representative from the DCFC Chief's Office attend and serve as an advisor.

Qutstanding March 2010 Recommendaticns
The Charter (X.10-02.A.) and Code {VI1.21-51.) be amended to permit 7 persons {versus the current
limit of 5) to be more similar to other committees such as Historic Preservation Commission and

the Planning Commission. This would allow additional persons from the Fire Department, Police
Department and other interested key players to be involved in the Board of Health.

The Charter be amended to so that it is consistent with the Code to state there “shall” be a
Councilperson on the Board of Health. Currently, the Charter (X.10-02.A.) states, “The Board of
Health ... and one of whom may be a Councilperson, who is assigned to the Board of Health.” In
contrast, the Code {VI.21-52.} states: “One member shall be the Councilperson of Delaware City in
charge of the Board of Health...”

Chairperson Crabtree will ask the city solicitor again for clarification on the definition of “citizen.” It says,

. .must be residents of Delaware City..."” in the Charter and, “...all members shall be citizens of the City

of Delaware City,” in the Code; and ask if Mayor and Council has the ability to waive this restriction (in

this case, for Dr. Chandler). Also inquire if just being a property owner in Delaware City is sufficient.

Emergency Operations Plan (EQOP) and Citizen Corps

Chairperson Crabtree brought some information about this topic to the meeting and said she would

research it further to see if it would be useful for Delaware City to become involved. There are

numerous free training classes available. It would be useful to define the Board of Health’s role in an

emergency, research disaster training, know what the fire company responsibilities are, and how much

equipment Delaware City currently has at its disposal.



Response from Mayor and Council to Board of Health recommendations

It was discussed that we would bring outstanding recommendations to Mayor and Council on a monthly
basis until they are resolved. This nc longer needs to be an active Board of Health agenda item as the
outstanding recommendations are listed elsewhere in the agenda.

Thread on Paul Johnson's facebook discussion board for Board of Health (BOH)

Paul Johnson replied that he suggested his Facebook page as a way to get information to the public but
it doesn’t necessarily need to be his page anymore. This is now no fonger an active Board of Health
issue. We can use other avenues to notify the residents about the meetings and ask for agenda items.

Pelaware City Cat Population

Concerns have been raised about the cat population in Delaware City as there seems to be an
abundance of cats seemingly living outdoors. Chairperson Crabtree spoke to the owner of Pampered
Pets, Megan, and Councilperson Jennifer M. Sullivan is interested in this issue. The first step is to write
something for the city newsletter to start collecting information and letting citizens know about
resources that are available. Chairperson Crabtree will write something and have the board and Megan

proof.

Code/Charter Amending: Consistency; Renaming BOH; DCFC representative; Additional Seats for BOH;
lift residency requirement for physician serving on BOH: enhance animal control regulations
Several of these issues were discussed above, waiting on the Mayor and Council Charter subcommittee.

Animal Issues; inclusion in DC Newsletter

Chairperson Crabtree will ask Chief of Police Dan Tjaden if he knows anything about use of penalty funds
for something like a dog run. Chairperson Crabtree also found some information on the DNREC website
and can report about it at a future meeting. All applications such as these will need to go through the

city manager.

DNREC/Refinery contact
This is now no longer an active Board of Health issue.

Vacant Properties Follow Up; Rental Licensing and Inspection Program
Chairperson Crabtree is to ask Chief of Police Dan Tjaden about the status of vacant properties, including
those on the 100 block of Hamilton.

ADJOURNMENT
Chairperson Crabtree adjourned the meeting at 7:47 p.m.







